
ISSN 1314-3301 (online)  ISSN 1314-6947 (print)

Launched to accelerate biodiversity conservation

natureconservation.pensoft.net

A peer-reviewed open-access journal

The journal Nature Conservation was established within the framework of the European 
Union's Framework Program 7 large-integrated project SCALES: Securing the Conservation 
of biodiversity across Administrative Levels and spatial, temporal, and Ecological Scales,  
www.scales-project.net

N
ature Conservation 54 

 2023

1

13

55

81

121

149

179

203

natureconservation.pensoft.net

Contents
Morphological and genetic characteristics of garfish Belone belone (L., 1760) (Belonidae, 
Teleostei) population from the southern Bulgarian Black Sea coast
Maria Yankova, Violin Raykov, Petya Ivanova, Nina Dzhembekova, Cemal Turan, Yordan Raev

A baseline assessment of anthropogenic macrolitter on dunes along the Bulgarian Black Sea Coast 
using visual census and Unmanned Aerial Systems
Bogdan Prodanov, Radoslava Bekova

Effects of anthropogenic and environmental stressors on the current status of red mullet  
(Mullus barbatus L., 1758) populations inhabiting the Bulgarian Black Sea waters
Ivelina Zlateva, Violin Raykov, Albena Alexandrova, Petya Ivanova, Nesho Chipev, Kremena Stefanova, 
Nina Dzhembekova, Valentina Doncheva, Violeta Slabakova, Elitsa Stefanova, Svetlana Mihova, 
Nadezhda Valcheva, Ognyana Hristova, Boryana Dzhurova, Dimitar Dimitrov, Almira Georgieva,  
Elina Tsvetanova, Madlena Andreeva, Ivan Popov, Mariya Yankova, Yordan Raev, Konstantin Petrov

Spatial distribution of sand dunes along the Bulgarian Black Sea Coast: inventory, UAS mapping 
and new discoveries
Bogdan Prodanov, Lyubomir Dimitrov, Iliyan Kotsev, Radoslava Bekova, Todor Lambev

Exploring life-history traits of an endangered plant (Vicia biennis L.) to support the conservation of 
marginal populations
Anett Endrédi, Ármin Sőth, Dóra Ércz, Balázs Deák, Orsolya Valkó, János György Nagy

Does a flashing artificial light have more or conversely less impacts on animals than a continuous 
one? A systematic review
Alix Lafitte, Romain Sordello, Marc Legrand, Virginie Nicolas, Gaël Obein, Yorick Reyjol

Vegetation changes along an urbanisation and atmospheric pollution gradient in Mexico
Edmar Meléndez-Jaramillo, Laura Sánchez-Castillo, Ma. Teresa de Jesús Segura Martínez,  
Uriel Jeshua Sánchez-Reyes

Lost in hostile lands: moths of conservation concern in cultivated and suburban areas of  
south Italy
Laura Bevacqua, Giada Zucco, Kevin Garofalo, Innocenzo Muzzalupo, Stefano Scalercio

54  2023



AUTHOR GUIDELINES

Authors are kindly requested to submit their manuscript only 
through the online submission module at www.pensoft.net/
journals/natureconservation. In case of difficulties with the 
submission procedure, please contact natureconservation@
pensoft.net. Full text of author guidelines is available at: http://
natureconservation.pensoft.net/

ExcErpts from thE GuidElinEs 
Body tExt. All papers must be in English, checked by a na-
tive English-speaking colleague (if author(s) is/are not native 
English speaker(s)). Write with precision, clarity, and econo-
my: use the active voice and first person whenever appropriate. 
WEB (HTML) links. Authors may include links to other In-
ternet resources in their article. This is especially encouraged 
in the reference section. When inserting a reference to a web-
page, please include the http:// portion of the address.
citations Within thE tExt. Before submitting the manu-
script, check each citation in the text against the References 
to ensure that they match exactly. Delete citations from the 
list if they are not actually cited in the text of the article. 
Citations in the text should be formatted as follows: (Smith 
1990) or (Smith et al. 1998; Brock and Gunderson 2001; 
Felt 2006).
rEfErEncEs. It is crucial to properly format the references, be-
cause all references will be linked electronically as much as pos-
sible to the papers they cite. For all references, list all authors. 
You can include a DOI number for the full-text article as an 
alternative to or in addition to traditional volume and page 
numbers. Please use the following style for the reference list:
Published Papers: Haila Y (2012) Genealogy of nature con-

servation: a political perspective. Nature Conservation 1: 
27–52.
Accepted Papers: Same as above, but ‘’In press’’ appears 
instead the page numbers.

Electronic Journal Articles: Mallet J, Willmott K (2002) 
Taxonomy: renaissance or Tower of Babel? Trends in Ecol-
ogy and Evolution 18 (2): 57–59. https://doi.org/10.1016/
S0169-5347(02)00061-7.

Paper within conference proceedings: Orr AG (2006) 
Odonata in Bornean tropical rain forest formations: Diver-
sity, endemicity and applications for conservation manage-
ment. In Cordero Rivera A (Ed.) Forest and Dragonflies.
Fourth WDA International Symposium of Odonatology, 
Pontevedra (Spain), July 2005. Pensoft Publishers, Sofia-
Moscow, 51–78. 
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cept. In: Wheeler QD, Meier R (Eds) Species Concepts 
and Phylogenetic Theory: A Debate. Columbia University 
Press, New York, 17–29.
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Book with institutional author: International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature (1999) International code of 
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ternational Trust for Zoological Nomenclature.

PhD thesis: Dalebout ML (2002) Species identity, genetic 
diversity and molecular systematic relationships among the 
Ziphiidae (beaked whales). PhD thesis, Auckland, New 
Zealand: University of Auckland.

Link/URL: BBC News: Island leopard deemed new species. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/ [accessed 3.VI.2008]

citations of puBlic rEsourcE dataBasEs: It is highly rec-
ommended all appropriate datasets, images, and information 
to be deposited in public resources. Please provide the rel-
evant accession numbers (and version numbers, if appropri-
ate). Accession numbers should be provided in parentheses 
after the entity on first use. 
Examples of such databases include, but are not limited to:
• Zoobank (www.zoobank.org),
• Morphbank (www.morphbank.net),
• Genbank (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Genbank),
• BarCode (www.barcodinglife.org)
Providing accession numbers allows linking to and from es-
tablished databases and integrates your article with a broader 
collection of scientific information. Please list all accession 
numbers directly after the References.
data puBlishinG. The journal offers various models of data 
publishing in a cooperation with the GBIF (www.gbif.org), 
Dryad (www.datadryad.org), Pangaea (www.pangaea.de) and 
other data repositories.
opEn accEss fEEs. Publication fees in open access journals 
ensure a barrier-free distribution of your paper at no charge 
for the readers and include costs involved in processing, for-
matting, publishing, indexing and archiving your paper.

The journal charges Open Access Publication Fee of EURO 
20 per page for papers of less than 100 printed pages. Publica-
tion fees for larger papers will be discounted and can be negoti-
ated with the Managing Editor.

Open Access Publication Fees are usually covered by insti-
tutional funds and grants. Discounts/waivers can be request-
ed by private and retired zoologists, scientists from low- and 
middle-level income countries,  post-graduate students, espe-
cially in case of exceptionally good manuscripts. 

Discounts will be offered also to scientists who actively partici-
pate in the reviewing and editing process.

Note: Open access fees will be waived for all submissions pub-
lished in the first four issues of Nature Conservation and will 
be reduced with 25 % until the journal will be covered by the 
ISI Web of Science.  All papers published in the first issues will 
be later ISI covered and will have an Impact factor when the 
journal receives it.
printEd VErsion. Offprints and printed issues of the journal 
can be purchased additionally (see journal’s website). For stand-
ing orders/subscriptions please contact the Managing Editor.
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journal and can be seen as a platform comprising both 
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